~__ THE RICHMOND D

Mg o
LA

{SPATOH-WEDNSEDAY.

‘ )
11

/i

Tow e ,,."""-‘
1 ]

1895,

— - =

IS NOT APPRECIATED.

30 UT 18 SAID OF THE AMERICAN

POSSUM,

Some Hemarks Upon His Manners
and Customs by na Admirer Whe
Regards His Infelligence as Unri-
valled and Mas-Studied Him.

(Philadelphia  Times.)

Amerioans are very proud of thelr coun-
Ary, and are glven to much boasting

" poncerning 1ts achlevements and possi-
bitities, but many of them would have
pleaded guilty to sad lack of knowledee
conecerning—well, say, the natural pro-
duets of the land. The average citizen
“will grow somewhat enthusiastic in the
presence of such a forelgn quadruped
as the elephant or llon, and regard with
indifference a creature like the opossum
that Is indigenous to the soll and can
doubly discount elther of the creatures
pagmed in intelligence, It s doubtful it
\here can be found in all animate cres-
tion another animal which can present
#0 many features that are interesting,
quaint, and pleasing as the awkward-
galted, gray marsuplal known as the
Virginle opossum, The fact that it I8
4 nativggand to the manner born ought
not to detract from lts merit. Its title
10 distinction s unquestioned, because
in all permutations and transmutations
which other creatures around haye uf-
dergone In the lust thousand of years—
changes 8o great as to make it dificult
for the sclentist to trace the origins of
many of them—the opossum has remoin-
ed persistent in its form and strocture.
The progenitor of this creature living In
the paleolithic age was ldentical with
its posterity, which now find pleasure
in devouring the esculent persimmon of
the southern woods. To bi sure, It i3
deemed somewhat un-Ameriean to bonst
of one's ancestry: yet surely It I8 per-
missible, in writing of dumb creatures
at least, to reféer with a measure of
pride to thelr pedigree. Those who write
solentlficall upon the American und
English race-horses are not as certain
s they would have thelr readers
feve when they affect to find the origl-
wl of the thoroughbred,

Mr. Darwin was very certain that our
sommon tomeat may be traced to the
Egyptlan feling, mummified corpses of
which are so common in the tombs of
the Nile country, Yet so eminent an au-
thority a8 he falned to impress his con-
victions upon all his sclentifie readers,
Never has thera been a man who has

b

been able to his entire satisfaction lo
follow the faithful dog to fts origin.
Thire 1s no trouble on thig score with

ihe opossum, In its persistence to type
it has Isughed at and defied all the ot-
macks of varlation. Evolution hag had no
tharm for it. Conifers have given way
to primitive trees] simplest of flowers
aave developed Into gorgeous hlassoms of
benuty: barmless and herblvorous mar-
wplals  have been transmurified into
ravening wolves, predaceous cats, or
growling benrs, costing off their pouches
and becoming higher-typed mammals, The
opossum obeerved thise varlous changes
pnd developments with manifest uncon-
cern, opposing itg  intelligence to the
ferocity that developed with change of
cell-structure In the creatures about |

After nearly half a century of study
of the creatures of the fleld and wood
and deep waters, I am still of the mind
that Impressed me o quarter of a century
oo, that, the dog and horse exceptid,
the opossum 18 the most Intelligent brute
upon the face ¢f the earth,

IN THE DISMAL SWAMP,

Onee while 1 was botanizing In the
Dismal Swamp of Virginla 1 wis attract-
Ml by the sharp barking of o dog,
wmil, suspecting the cause, approached
sautiously to the spot whenee the Bound
proceeded, Careful, lest T break a twig
or tustle a leaf, 1 moved slowly along
antll hefore me, not many feet away,
a weary and somewhat disgusté
fng cur that was sprimging In the alr at
intervals and vainly attempting to reach
A cute-looking 'possum, which had  tan-
taligingly ensconced Itself about six inches
above the possibility of reach of the Jaws
of the canine.  Presenting myself to view,
almost instantly  the ‘possum  betook
bimself to the remotest branch of the
lofty, tree, where, hiding In the thickest
clumter of leaves, 1t held on with might
und maln by claw and prehensile tail
The Intelllgence of the creature had dis-
cerned, In the first place, that the dog
had no master with i, and, confclous of
fta safety, had taken & bit of old-fash-
foned fun out of fta would-be tormentor,
In the more than thousand and one hunts
of the opossum in which I have parti-
cipated, 1 never knew an Instance in
which it fafled to Jdisplay high inteligence
in finding hiding-places—through any hol-
low und tree and away—Neeing to the lat-
ter and Invariably golng out to the very
top and the most remote branch. This
abllity to discern between the presence
of a hunter with his dog and the dom
alone I8 In liself an evidence of & no meun
order of reason, espacially when it s
remembervd that many hunters of the
spossum  train thelr dogs to pursue it
without the encouragement of the volee,
It 18 commonly Known in the opossum
sountries that the creature has very lttle
fenr of the dog, and manifestly finds plea-
sureé  In teasing  and  tormenting It
rasily getting beyond its reach, and tan-
tnlizing the cnnine until the latter be-
®:omes faint with hunger and fatlgue,

It should be explalped that the meat
of the opossum s juicy, rich, highly pala-
table, and an object of almost universal
dnlr‘! by the negroes and poor whites of
the South, who pursus the creature un-
remittingly during the winter months,
at which time only It 12 In condition to
be edible. Becuuse It 15 an omniverous
animal, eating nll kinds of objectionable
as well as  pleasing  foodstuffs, 1t I8
deemed necessary by the hunter that it
shull be captured alive and subjected to
a cleansing and additional fattening, per-
haps, before It ix served as food, Henece
o 18 that the hunter almost invariably
slimba the tree with the object of shaking
the opossign out into the receptive arms
of & man beneath, 1 can testify from
numéerons experiences that the opossum
oexcels the monkey even in {ts tenacity
of hold upen the branch of a tree. Jts
very prehensile and nearly hairless tall,
and its excellent thumb s=et well opposite
to four additionnl chnging digits, glve it
a power that will call into exercise the
best efforts of a strong man to dislodge 1t

NOCTURNAL HABITS,

The creature ls nocturnal In its habits,
wilting for the cover of the darkness to
sally forth in quest of foml, the qualfiy
of which In no wise concerns It, If It be
unacqualnted with the dwelling-place of
& toothsome squirrel or the nest of a
mocking-bird full of fresh-lald eggs it
wiil just as contentedly burrow for an
€8 nt root or gather berrles from
friendly bushes. From immemorial time
it has afMected the persimmon-tree, to
the propagation of which It has lent its
best energies, and unguestionably but
for the kind offices of thix prudential
creature the persimmon  would have
ceased o exist In the lund, The habitat
of the two s colncident. the o um
appenring o thrive only where the per-
#immon grows, and the latter presents
the same anomaly as the former—name-
Jy, In ull the vegetable transmutations
1t has preserved its form and structure
and repeated It frult without any change
whatsoever In the thousands and thou-
sands of years. It Is doubtful If there
be any sort of food upon the face of
the earth, vegetable or animal, that the
opossum will refect. The chicken can

quick In selaing this kind of prey, so that

it has frequently been known to muke

a foray upon a colony of hens within
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Thaws ‘sapliity i tahing o human
stupldity I nto
pltfalls and snares. Born and reared
among these creatures, and a close slu-
dent of their habits through many years,
I Insist that the naturalist ia altogether
wrong, Accustomed to snuring all man-
ner of birds and beasts, 1 know that the
opossum is the most wary, crafty, and
altogether most successful creature In
evading the results of human Intelligence
directed against it of all animals of the
American woods,
SPIN HIM U,

The opossum while roaming about upon
the ground moves slowly and awkwardly,
but let the sharp cry of a dog be heard
upon its trall, and, a8 though spurred by
an electrical shoek, it moves forward
with great rapldity, though #till in an un-
galnly manner, taking advantage of va-
rlous methods well known to ltself for
breaking the continulty of its scent It
will elimb friendly alder and gall bushes,
pass along them for a few rods, mount A
tree, pngs from one to another by means
of Interlapping branches, and descenid
agaln to the ground, only to make for-
ward and Inerease the distance between
it and its pursuer, When the yelps of
the dog may not be distanced it wil
A betake itself to a tree, and f the dog
be accompanied by Its master, meeks, as
previpusly stated. the most secure retrent
obtainable. Unlike the ‘coon, the opos-
sum rarely makes for Its home at such
times,

Most people are wont to think of the
opossum In its glngle attribute, that of
feigning death, and the common Impres-
slon prevalls that this s its leading char-
acteristic. appealed to on all eccaslons,
and It only mode of defending lteelf
This i% rank injustice to the American
marsupial. ‘Possuming I8 never resorted
to until all other Ingenlous devices fall,
1 bave seen opossuma felgn death again
and agaln, and felgn it 8o completely that
the physlologists might be deceived by it
Negroes may beat it, kick it, cuff it
knock It about, throw It many feet in the
alr and let It fall heavily to the ground
without effecting an  apparent muscle
quiver or moving of the chest, At such
time It 18 terribly In earnest, One may
poke It with a sharp knife, plerce it with
needles or pins, foree open it Jong, cadav-
erpus jawg to breaking, still will it glve
forth no outery or offer any evidence of
life. Nothing ean be more complete, ut-
ter, and thorough than this simulation
of denth. I recall that upon one oceaslon
1 firedd off my six-shooter, one barrel after
another in quick sucesselon, within an
Inch of the ear gf n prostrate, death-
felgning ‘possum Without excitlng In it
a single Impulse of Hfe,

This, however, ag 1 have stated, s Its
lnst court of nppenl. Sometimes the "pos-
sum recognizes thi law of foree, although
it I8 naturally a timid creature, and
when it does It fights viclously and des-
perately, using its sharp lttle teeth with
directness of energy upon the flesh of {is
ussallants, Ong November night, In the
Indian Ridge section of North Carolinn,
my puck of dogs, four in number, “treed”
a "possum In the hollow stump of a mass-
Ive ouk, and 1 was somewhat surprised
when T found It necessary to use eo-
ercive argument to compel the canincs
to enter the cavity, Ordinarily, 1 should
have sought to dislodge the ‘possum by
means of a pole or by digging, but, having
alteady captured as many as the negroes
of the party could convenlently earry, 1
'was Indifferent 1o the fate of the occupant
|of the stump. One by one the four Jdogs
:wcre driven Into the fairy quarters of
| the marsupiul, and the four rotired igno-
miniously, with bleeding wounde, the ef-
fect being such enforced respect for the
little fellow as 1o cause me to draw off
lall opposition and leave It free without
| further molestation, Several thnss, under
peculinr stress, 1 wave seon one of these
créntures whip a single dog, but this is
the only Instance in which It ralsed su.
perior to numbers,

HIS8 SPIRIT.
The opossum has somewhat of the spirit

for Itenlf o very secure nest in a retread
that will escape the eye of the ordinury
observely It has no scruple about appros
priating that of the gray squirrel for
permanent use. One day while passing
through an oak forest In quest of squlr-
rels 1 fired a barrel of my shotgun into
a lurge nest, thinking, as it had fre-
queéntly  happened  before, to start—to
frighten—a mother squirrel and her half-
grown young from their hiding-place. My
astonishment wis gregt, when  instead
there fell dead at my feet @ very large and
reasonably formed ‘possum. 1 could not
poEsibly be mistaken as to the bulider of
the nest, because that of the squirrel
differs very materladly from one con-
structed by the ‘possum, Indesd, on two
other oceasions 1 frightened the latter
creatures from nests that had been built
by the bushy-talled rodent, the -suspicion
in one Ingtance nearly approaching know-
ledge that the more recent occupant
had miade a meal of the originel owner,
With equal indifference to proprietary
rights the marsupial will first devour a
dnm rabbit with her tiny offspring and
| take complete possession of her burrow,
| 8o again, It will hang about the hollow
of & ‘coon untll the Iatter for reasons
of poliey or state vacates, when it will
promptly claim exclugive ownership, and
offer on ugly set of teeth when the holder
of the fee returns, It should be sald,
however, that In the open the ‘possum
has no show whatzoever with the "coon,
the latter belng able to trounce jt easily,
and, iIndeed, crunch its bones without
great effort, The "possum, as has been
hie practice from the beginning, inter-
poses strategy agalnst brute force. The
raccoon affects a hollow with a narrow
orifice, and once the ‘possum has taken
posseasion the '‘coon may not get beyond
the open wide mouth that'ls presented at
the doorway,

|  Monkeys and idlots are referred to by
many writers as possessing in remarka-
Ble degree the faculty of grinning; yet
both af these ereatures wonld retire in-
continently in an amazingly short time
from a contest with the marsupial. To
grin ke o 'possum ls a virtue sought
after by every fun-giving Senegamblan
with a good row of ivory, but his im-
pudence never aspires to successful ri-
valry, The very long mouth of the opos-
sum and the arrangement of muscles
along the line of the Jaws enahles It
not only to show every one of its many
testh, but also to reveal the remotest
cavity of its deep-seated throat. When
sppped” and Its presence i discovered
by the hunters the grinning operation is
| promptly begun and does not end until
the poor fellow is cast upon the ground
definnt,

bty the pursuer. This urin Is
threatening, pitiful, pleading, remon-
strative by turn and certainly in all

changes of passlon demonstrative. Ac-
eompanying certain phases of the grin-
ning 18 an unmistakable hiss, suggésting
somewhat that made by the goose and
glven specles of werpents.

A8 A PET.

Surprige has often come to me that the
intelllgenee of the opossum has not Fug-
gested the dea to people of the North of
making a pet of it. It gives forth In its
wild state fin odor that some peaple pro-
nounce offensive, although 1 could never
understand this, because to me this bou-
quet has always, and In all conditions of
the creature, been a mont grateful one,
ag, indeed, It has proven to all of my
friends and acquaintances, 1In faect, |
have never seen the charge made outside
of works on natural history, the authors
of which probably have relled upon less
{nformed persons for thelr knowledge
aloryr this line. In any event, under de-
medllcation this odor diminishes In in-
ten@ty, and in time Is scarcely perceptl-
btle. In the SBouthland it Is next to lin-

Ible to keep one In captivity very
ng. because of the weakness of the
negroes for ‘possum flesh, and a still
greater weakness along lnes of morality.
First and last In my lfetime T have
owned probably half a hundred of these
pets, and the longest period 1 was ahble
to keep one Intact from the hands of the
was about four months. l'm-

L

In s make-up, While capable of muking |

nlon and find pleasure in that com-
::llr. I never knew one to display, visi-
bly, temper, or use Its teeth upon a
keeper, although I have witnessed agaln
and again the teasing spirit in visitors
that seem so inseparable from thoughtless
humanity when brought inte touch with
captive brutes,

HIS INTELLIGENCE.

The intelligence of the opossum seems
to suggest to It the futllity of resistance
to a man tyrant, and [t aceepts pokes in
the ribs, slaps, and other brutalities with
gtolcal equanimity. The pet above refer
rod io that remalned longest in my pos-
persfon wis a very fine young male
which T had eaptured, and to which 1
gave the pame of Nern, Within a week
1 released it from its pen, glving it the
Huerty of the land, and, Indeed, practi-
cally the privilege to rtoam where It
pleased.  Before the end of the secoml
week It had found my chamber, and
theneeforth occupled a small wood chest
near the fAreplace hearth. Its presence
would have been entirely unobjectionable
except for a habit it acquired of visiting
 the bed during my sleep and projecting
ita cold, clammy snout Into my ylelding
neck, It seemed to me that It really
sought to adjust {tself to my habits, for
In tume it learned to spend n greater part
of the night In eleep, this belng a com-
plete change, of course, in Its own pric-
tice, and much of the day was glven to
following me about in my wandering®
and vigitations. 1 4id not seruple to take
it to the big wood with me, leaving iU froe
to elimb trees and wander over the
ground at pleasure, Sometimes it would
disappear for a half hour or more, hat
apparently kept me well In sight, because
when I would begin to grow uneasy it
would put tn an appearance, now running
ahead of me as a young dog in good hu-
mor and returning for 4 carpss, or ngain
ambling along by my slie; or falling a
few feet In the rear.

Very carly In its eaptivity it made
friends with two Inrge doge of my animal
nggregation, and formed quite a fraternal
attachmint for o blg  Maltese cat,
romping with the Jatter, following It upan
the housetop and in the trees and on the
fences, dividing meals with it, and sleep-
Ing decorously by Its skle. There was
na difficulty In teaching it the sinfulness
of stealing when It was observed, but out
of one's slght It was one of the most in-
corrigihle pliferers on the face of the
earth, Pampered and fed ns it was, with
all the dainties cogeelvable, 1ts penchant
for fowl never coull bLe overcome, and
to the wvery last ft was an eyesors to
my mother beeause of Its frequent farays
upon  the chicken-pen, where 1t dis-
played  rurg choiee in the selection of
the fattest and plumpest pullets or the
best of the growing spring chickens, Nero

was Aan apt  pupll, aequiring two-
score  or more pronounced tricks in the
short perlod of its eaptivity, the one

it enjoyed most Lelng the running after
and fetching a rubber ball that was
thrown for it= amusement. It was taught
to turn a somerect, wilk some few paces
upon Its hind lege, leap over bars, draw
a Httle wagon, respond to demands to
turt o bear to right or left. and many
other tricks that brought infinite delight
to nelghboring ehtldren,  So Intelligent,
affectionate, and deveted w it, that 1
was near to erying when, one morning it
was missed from s place, and 1 was
compelled to exercise o forbearanee fm-
measurable when 1 diseoversd that my
old negro, upon whom I had showered
benefits, wus the thlef who had forn hi
from my home.  Refleoting that the W
lips of the Senegumbian had been made
oily with the fat of my pet, I do not
understand to this day how 1 refralned
from applylng n horsewhip to the shoul-
ders of the miserable, ungrateful wretch.

COOKING HIM,

A pecullarity of the opossum is that like
the hilvrnating animals, It giathers a
great amount of fatness towards the ap
proach of winter; but herein the similari-
ty ends, because It may be found any
night during the cold season gnthering

the fruit of the persimmon or wandering
woods in gearch of

I=

In the
some kind, It
that It is palate

nutriment of
In these months only
hle, or that It I8 hunted
With the approach of spring the fatty
deposit begins to disappear, and {t be-
comes lean and flabby at the mating pe-
riod. The young ure born in an Immature
state, fram thirteen to elghtesn in num-
ber, and are iImmedintely transferred
the pouch of the mother, where they re-

main about four weeks, when they miuke
| short excursions into the outer world,
gradually extending them for aliout a
week, and then desert the sheltoring
pocket altogether. When they first take
lodgment they are scurcely an inch in

length, the tall Included, but when they
emerge they are nearly as Jarge us rats
Under favoring conditions they breed free-
I¥ In captivity, a fine femnle In my pos-
seesion once giving birth (v ag many as
#lghteen, all of them healthy and vigo-
roug. [ cannot speak so nilvisedly as o
the rearing of the young for reasons
stated above, the unconsclonable nppetite
of the negro for "possum flesh proving a
barrier to more extended knowledee, The
littles ones, which are blind and deaf as

well when born, are very active, and
will maove freely around upon the floor
if detached from the mother, and onoe

having a place In the pouch they grow
rapldly. This prolifieness of the opossum
would seem a noecessity from the mercl-
less warfare that Is made vpon the ani-
mal by the hunters, who are urged to
activity by the memory of pleas-
ing appetite, A distinguished clergy-
man I8 eredited  with having  said;
“Doubtless, God might have made a more
delt¢ious friult than the strawberry, but,
doubtless, God never di0,'" and the same
compliment may be pall o the flesh of
the opossum, It will be understond that
there s cooking and cooking, There are
many coeks who woulld spoll any sort of
broth, and I have never found n Yan-
kee who had the least conception of
how a ‘possum should be cooked. 1In the
firat ple the sweet-potato {s g delec-
table accompaniment, the rich and
Juley flavor of the latter lmparting it=elf
to the gamy flesh, which In turn com-
municates  of its infinlte richness to the
vam. The *possum must he baked 10 a
turn, and frequently basted In the cook-
Ing; the yellow of the potato must deepen
und darken, and It outeér surface become
erisp. There I fine art in the amount of
pepper  and =alt to be uged. In fact
much depends upon the manner of kill-
Ing and dressing, and the interval be-
tween the latter and the depositing of the
ecarcass In the old Duteh oven, the mod-
ern -appliances for cooking being the
murder of the flavor. 8o, too, the art
of serving the dish plays a not unim-
portant part, memory suwgesting just
now that I always found the dish most
grateful after a protracted night hunt in
search of the creatures for futire feasts
(Given an  appetite  whetted by long
drudges through resin-scentol woods, ne-
companied with the exeftement of the
chase, and the success attending on |t
terminating in & hot, =avory dish of
the marsuplal prepared by an oll, expe-
rlenced negress, and 1 defy the best
chef in the world to present a triumph
of his skill that enn equal this in dell-
clougness,  The ambrokla served the gods
upon Olympus was a palled maorsel In
comparizon, Hall and welcome the "pos-
sum living and the ‘possum dead undep
ennditions last recited,
e Tl
Forest Fires Raging.

PITTSBURG, PA, September 2.—A
special to the Times from Cumberland,
Md., says: The mountains on both sides
of Bean's Cove, Bedford county, Pa,,
ten miles from hkere, are on fire, and the
farmers are fighting the fames, Great
forest-fires are also raging in the forests
around Davis, W. Va., endangering that
town, and an immense quantity of bark
owned by the United States Leather Com-
pany's tannery. The superintendent of
the leather pany, with a large force
of men, ls flghting the flames.

Cuban Insurgent Reversens,

HABANA, H.—Reports have
ndes, cn.&mnm mc.nn:-m;l "i
na "ﬁ en
R od vebaie: o8 B i B
dad and e T Paresiee thas b
at them again at Libano, killing

three re, and cap-
:l:rl!l a quantity of G‘&.”' ammunition,

e
L Is also from Espiritu rnu
MM els Navas
Cavastany, wi thelr combined
hﬂ':&.hd 2 battle with the rebels at
JO!I on Zwt, In which many
| rebels

to |

| instinct has taught them. Comb.making is

CUTTERS FOR SPAIN.

NINE OF THEM 1'0 CRUISE ALONG
THE COAST OF CUBA,

Their Armament to Be of n Very
Destructive Type—Smugglers nil
Contraband of War to Be Their |

l

Prey.

NEW YORK, September 20.—Within a |
month nine American-bullt steam-cutters, |
under the Bpanlsh flag, will be crulsing
on the north coast of Cuba.

The late Admiral Manuel Delgado Pare- |
jo sent Lieutenant-Commander Triannn
to this clty on speclal duty, and the orders
for these cuttors were placed very quict-
ly. Not untll they were completed did
the tact of thelr ownership become known.
The last of the nine were shipped to
Cuba a very few days ago.

The lengths of the cutters vary from 60
to 70 feet, and thelr speed from eleven to
fourtéen miles an hour. Thelr average
draught 18 4 feet, Thelr crews, number-
Ing from fifteen to twenty, all men from
the Spanish navy, will be officered by |
men of known ability, They are bullt
especlally for rapld Inshore work. Thelr |
armament will be of a very destructive
type, Including American gatling  guns,
Smugglers of contraband of war will be
thelr prey.

The Berenger pontoon service and the
Ametlean cutters, In all thirty-nine cut-
ters and floats, wil add Immensely to the
effectiveness of the Spanish naval force
In Cubi.

With these and the double lines of war-
vessels crulsing, it & declared that all
outside reller will ba cut off fr vm.lhn
retiels wow in the central part of East-
ern Cuba,

—— R —— e
wSwenting' Hees.
(London Spectator.)

Mr. 8. Simmins, the author of “A
Modern Hee Farm.” notes that “becs are |
never Wdle except from sheer force of elr-
cumstances; when It is cold in wmlvr.|
they simply cluster in one compact m_',,..-_
but with vach returning gpell of milder
weather this lving boll expands, and
ny of the (nseets 1ravel to the most dis-
ant sealed combs of honey, aml, eom-
menelng on the outer surface of ench out-
side comb, the whole of the honey there |
atored I8 carried el e |
ontnet with the
of  Industry will
to begin work, at the
mental attitude were
baffle the aims af the modérn

to those cells in
The bee code
ven permit it

end, If this
it woull
Dee-owe

| friends were 8lr George Gabriel Stokes

| puplls were devoted to him,

| to him,

|

where n hitherto unknown ohject
m be found when the telescopes
were turned to that part of the heavens.
In geheral conversation, of course. P’ro.
fessor Adams never alluded to his ns-
tronomical feat, He was singhiarly gen-
tle, simple, and deeply  religlous. He
seemed to project apout him an atmos
phers of purlt?» and elevated thought.
“here were famlly prayers gvery morn-
ing at the observatory. It was Professor
Adnms who read the Bibwe and sald the
His singulasly reverentinl atti-

prayers.
tude, earnestness, and almost chililitke
belief were striking In these days of

agnosticlsm and athelsm. His humble-
mindedness stood out alsa in strong re-
el among the pushing, leg-rolling com-
munities. His wife read aloud o him.
Professor Adams dellghted in good novels
taking the deepest interest in the cha- |
racters, just as |f they wers real living
people, Of an evening he played bezigue
or  halma. Among his most Intimate

and the late Professor Cayley,

L never heard Professor Adams utter i
dsparaging word against any one; his

he wis pa-

tlent, encouraging, and kind. Though of
heerful disposition, he sometimes was
ressed at not being able (from il
healthy to procesd with his high mathe- |
matical problems, He was then engased
upon  the perturbations of the planet
Venus. 4

— e et —
New Anecdotes of Sednn,
tHerlin  Letter.)

The Milltar-Wochenblatt publishis some
pew historical documents in connectlon |
with the capitulation of Sedan, ‘The most |
intepesting are extracts from the diary
of the then Lleutenant-Colonel B .-mu|

|

von Schellendorff, who was afterwirnds
Prussinn Minister of War, and a report |
taken from the shorthand notes of Cap-
tnin von Nostiz, of the negotintlons on
the conditions for the capitulntion of
Sedan, which took place at Done -_~}=|-
ring the night of September 1, 1870, The
third document I8 Count Hismarck’s report
to the King on the negotintlons. ‘This |
dacument, however, 1s not new, as it wias
published almost in ext=nso by the 1'1!1'1-
elal Gazette, on September 12, 180, The |
diary of Licutenant-Colonel Schellendarft
gives an account of his ride into Sedan
in order to summon the French to surron-
der. On his way thither he was in- |
fornied that meanwhile the white fhye had |
been holsted, When he arcived at Sedan
he obtaind entrance without dificulty,
and  requested to be conductsd to the
weneral commanding-in-chief, To his ques
tlan whether the Empoeror wis fn Sedon
af not no definite answer was given, The
diary describes the wild eonfusion which
relgned within the walls, in spite of which
Lisutenant-Colonel von Schellendorfl was |
well recelved, and somes of the men re-
eruited from German dlsiricts ealled out |
“Dear countryman!” while only
one surly voles uttered the words, “Dites- [
!
|
|

& ce e veut cet homme-la.”
enin he asked to be enabled to vxecute |

| stockades  will

TWO YOUNG GEORGIA FARMERS
KILL EACH OTHER.

They Qunarrellcd About a Yonng
Lady Whom They ilnd Been to See

DOUBLY-FATAL DUEL
;

Together=Ten Shots=Eight Take

Effect.
SAVANNAH, GA,, September 34.-‘-1\|
Thomasville special mays: News haws

reached this city of a very bloody Irn«;

promptu duel between ¢ W, Ragan and
M. T. Shaw, two young white men lving
near Melge, The fight occurred acrosa
the line, in Mitchell county,

Each man fired five shots at his anta-

| gonist, four shots taking effect In each

CHse, Rggan was killed on the spot,
while Shaw wus mortally wounded, and
died to-day.

1t Is sald the young men quarrelled over
They had gone to s=¢ the girl
and were returning homse when
the quarrel took place. They got oot of
thelrugegy and fowght it out. The young
men belonged to the respectable furming
cliss,

a girl
together,

| ———
spaniards Guard Ameriean Property.
BALTIMORE, MDD, September 24
(Micers of the maship Westguts
this port from Cuba, report that S
troops  have been statloned,  and
be crected at the
perty of the Spanlsh-American Ore Com
pany, In and near Dalguirh, While the

thnt

| Westgnte was londing her cargo of ore at

1y b replaced by o nt from adaltl-

maore,

Osenr Wilde's Hankruptey.
LONDON, September 24 —The examina-
of Oscear Wilde In bankruptey pro-
ngs was to have taken place to-diy

Niii0) in, wheregpon an otlicer il | ¢

to him, you n Bavarian, sit?' Here | gnd the convit playwright and author
von Schellondorff replied., *No, I am & | was brought from his prisan to the Bank-
Prussian, aml in the name of the | ruptoy irt In a cal, He wiis not oulled
King of Prussia Good, good,” sald the | to testify, however, hbi counsel having
French oificer, and went awa A moment | gaked for o postponement, which the,
Inter n general came up, nnid | Coprt granted

him tn the Emperor hims | In moving f the s counsel
himself wearily from the stated thot Wilde's Ind amotunt

who seeks to provide hls Insects \\HT'[ t'."j he was sitting, leaning heay | e to E3.581 Toward bl
means to do more work {n less time I'|||-\‘ { the while. Befors Litutenant-Colonel von | this sum his f [
might refuse to use the I'I"'r"‘m'h,”" | Schellendorff eould explain the object of [ und the rem:
ipparatus provided, on the ground  that his visit the Emperor asked bim whethor i s thiut '3 eh
frd work wis their summum bonam, BUt s weiiam was before Sedan, and on | be patd
I”"' hees -'""‘ not 1!*" I"""‘l':-“"" “"rwi.\ ::‘n._ recelving an answer in the affirmative, | ——
rmry, they weleom any con i * | hiandes . P senloc etier, i piaed
which will vnable them to «do the muxi- :“;Ih!\'n:h-run,l. n] “: I.IIT--L ]i.,.r_.,r, f‘l‘-_.l_‘",T,.‘-,-ll“:g | Dr. Robert NMntieys Dying,
mum of work, and then, disdaining the Lepi e Brperor fiest requested bim to | ATLANTA, September 2—A spocial to
temptation of shorter hours, use 1t 108 | glhvee 1o the King, but changed his mind, | the o from Home, (i saya
rh_p maximum "f. time, ! by day. and Intrusted this commssion, as s well ¢t Tlatteys the hoted sur-
The “personnel’’ of the hive belng thus | known, to General Reille, Ha by ot TnoN e
disposid, the object of the practieal bee- | B0t 1h the meeting between King Wil- |1
8 1 aln the Jrgest nUIN- {ya0 4nd the Emperor, Lisutenant-Colone| stand bigher In the world
re the honey-bearing | yon Sehallen I-Jrnl writes: “1 Jearned on | fn the pract - e ahd. surgory
s then to set them | oo yuthority thot the King had assured | than Dr ert i s Oofiainat
to wark in the factory on imp I the Emperor that he would undertake |of the famous oper it Toew Lears
ciples. This ls the point at which mi nothing against hlg dynasty. The itter | his nime, T re women in cer
bec-keeping manuals begin, after ref asked whether the army of Prince Frede- Hain mulae e sudilenly  leaped  Into
emees 1o the mental solace derived from | el Charles was also Lefors Sedan, thus | world-wide f . H has Beers: s i as
the pursuit, and ene "'r"“ﬁ""" tables of | Sivink Hazaine's army in Metz  free. lin a number of diffleult surgleal « 3=
profits made by the sale of honey, LATE® | Whon he heard that this wea not g0 he | plgns
betocks,” or single communities, are pro- | oenlyimed. “Then all s lost! In answer =)
dueed by the best quecn-hees. At what | e, b complimentary worde of King T
age the 'l:"“‘ll'l! Is ';""“-"l‘l Is ‘:; l‘:’l"‘,:I“|l";l'=‘ | en tha bravery of the French troops the Rose's Cop Challenge,
agreed on by the nuthorities ar, ¥ | Emperor replied that our army possesssd S rsas o "
hoids that none should be kept after the | pycp :r'-ulr diseipline, and that to this |, b -‘l;‘l.h.r‘ e e
wecond summer. Queen-hews are u spec fact {t owed Its run of victory, He furthop | 0% u.\, l_-u\-_l- Ll”il'l : .TI'IF' i .nl recelved at
product, provided as an article ::r L acknowledzed himself completely heatrn the 2 I‘T‘Vll'llr%'\\l \.1 i'F-"[‘II‘l-; i
rate purchase, and are often “‘mall in the matter of artilléry, for the organis | oy v o AN t-\..' September 24
from America In cnges, though we zation of which branch of the French ser- | Y& L Eddie, Secretary Yacht Club,
that “‘recently, through the shortsighted- | vica he feit himself personally responsihle, NEw ‘:‘ rk =9
ness or the prejudice of the His artillery was much woree than ours, | o \Tur‘r l‘i"-. W ILI.I I-nl--!. LK
thoritics, many forelgn queens which was admirable. I could see quite | -"-r!-.-l I-I_III_J- « sent thira :
returtied to the senders’” The plainly the leave-taking betwesn the King |, Ir,"‘ will lf- :’: “_'":_ n l;'I - i
cages of queen-bees are amoni il the Emperor. They shook anids [ 2 _"_'1 _.1. A5 0 -“'"I‘-.'.."i.. I-ul 0
applintces  of 1w hee-machinor) armiy, aml were hoth much €ffe 1 o resrictions as I_-- oon it e ) o
They are made in thres compartments, one | The Emperor wipsl away his téears seve- | CHAREES ROSE.
f which is ventilated for a ealoon In | ea) times. He nlso ook a hearty leave of
hot weather, one less alry In cnse of {ehe Crown-Prince, * © @ | Whe DHd the Shooting?
|

cooler temperature, while a third contains
food-supply

sgwenting'"” process beging with the
queen, who 15 encouraged o lay “early
and often.”  HBritish queen bees are ad-
mitted to do their duty In this respect
Hut forelpgn, labor Is introduced into the
hives In compw 1 with native Industry,
either by crossing with Cyprian, Carnla-
an, or Syrlan queens, or by Importing
thie forclegners in o swarm.  Carniolons
are proncunced by Mr, Simmins to bt
“the bees for baginners' Thoey

the encrgy of the most Industr
taln races, have learncd the mece
making honey when the sun shines,
are in all respects model creatures,
a eapiaeity for working to order b
the usunl imite even of bee-energy, S

e
a of the amount of labor exacted from

by an ldeal quegn bee
e, of flowsr-

ony propoga
may be gathered f

ing plants sown them  busy
Seventy-flve of xround, planted
with white » or sanfoin,
will ‘CUpy ) hives profitably for the

three months of June, and August
This the bees gre expected o work in
ydditlon to the flowera which grow natu-
rally In a rural distriet To prevent
Initering, the crops are planted near the
Wives. The roturn of the honey due from
the bees Is ealeulnts] as nccurately

& the return Jue from farm-stock under

lent manar system. Clover and
should produce ten pounds of
h fine day; and as

and remmin in full

n week a4t the time, the

if property worked by

soveniy-five acres,
] to yleld more than
ol

the bees, are exj
100 pounds of he 1

The triumph of the “sweater's” art [s
in inducing the bees to fetch this enor-
mous gquantity of honey, without neglect-
Ing 1he arrangements for storing 1t in the
hives. The honey being lquld, must be
bottled, and the hops will only put it in
comb of the exaet stze and texture which

o much lighter and safer work than
honey-gathering, with it= Jdnngers from
storme, wasps, and hirds.  Voung bees
nre gonerally told off for the purpose,
while their ellers go a-tlell, But con
mee will not wllow a bee to stay at
1o if he is not wanted to work, The
‘keeper, therefore, makes It hiz busl-
ness 1o provide ready-made foundatio
for the cells, stnmped In real wax, and
of the natural size, He also removes the
combs full of honey, spins them srour d in

v tin churn, and repl £ them In the
hive empiy—n hint which the bees take
s an Invitatlon to refll them. The an-

Fe are idle, ye

clent taskmaster sabd:
The modern bee-

shall have no straw.”
master saye: “Ye are industrious, hers
s the straw ready chopped.” Tho bees
seem dellghted to make the most of the
opportunities so thoughtfully provided for
them. By using the  mechanleally-
st pesd “foundations” for thelr cells
they make a more perfect and sym-
metrieal comb than I8 often constroet
without help, The hottoms belng reg
tar, no-“erooked comb'' 18 ever bullt upon
it. The size stmmped I also uniformly
that of worker-cells; thus there {s no
roomn for drone cclls,  producing  bees
which eannot be “swented,” or made
profitable in any way. The wvisible re
witlts of the system are a vastly Increased
store of honey—nenrly 1,00 pounds were
recently made by the bees of fiftecn
hives—and so far no slgn of “overstrain”
among the hees,

When  the system has had another
twenty years of trial 't may possibly
show certain strains developing a ten-
feney to forget how to construct comb-
foundation, just as some breeds of fowis
are forgetting how to hateh - thelr egps
We cannot suggest an improvement in
the architecture of the cells, because they
are mechanieally perfect In economy of
material ap! space. Hut the readiness
with which the honey-bee has accepted
and incorporated in its comb the mu-
terials supplied by man suggests the pos-
sibility of further experiments to deter-
mine how far Its mechanical Instinet fs
capable of modification,

The Codlscoverer of Uranus.
(Temple Bar.)

It was at Cambridge that I had the
privilege of meeting the late Towndean
professor of astronomy, John  Couch
Adams, the discoverer of the phinet
Neptune, It was about five years ago,
He was then afling, suffering from
oA ghe R i complenin

exion
ruddy. erally wore n black velvet
cap, and lke a living pleture hy
one of the old masters. What struck me
most  was extraordinary  humilir

1]
t, of this lnlatltetugi

“Septomber 1At 0 o'clock the Fm-
peror Napoleon passed (on his way inte
captivity). General Moltke and Count 15]s- |
marck 1 { o the window, and the |
former sall, * L une dynastie qul ='en
v After the dinner. at which the King
frank to the health of Hoen, Moltke, Fis-
marck, and the army, * * ® Genernd von
Stowch and I eame to the conclusion that
Moltke was really n great man, * * *
He offered pinch of snuff to Count His-

k ereupon {e a small pun,

The shorthand notes of Captaln von
Nostiz eontain lttle that fs nat ﬂ|l’-h-i_\-'i
Known as to the negdtintions for the eapl-

tulation of Sedan, the politieal
tlons of Count Bismarck as to the
German relations before the i
views as to the necessity of sec 1
far as possihle against future wars the
unylelding military sternness of Count
von Moltke, and the eourageous thourh |
unsuccessful attempts of General Wim- |
pffen to ohtaln better conditions for his
countrymen, In reply to the repeited ex-
rtations of the French General that care |
il be taken not to offend the French |
nse of honor, the Chaneellor sald: *To |
he made prizsoners of war after fighting
dy peainst a superlor foree cannot
& military sense of honor, i
ser may be the conditions of the cap- |
n. France will declare war agalnst
18 soon ax she feeis herself strong |
enough or belleyes that she has allies, We
wish to llve in peace, and, therefors, mia-

torfa]l guarantees are necessary to pres
vent the renewnl of such a war.”
i e —
Denth of Sie John Maoore,
{Battles of the Mincteenth Century.)

rode upWo the Forty-s eor
ir nmmunition

Sir John
nnid, learning that t

wxpendel, =gl You have stil] ym
bay ts, my brave Highlanders—remem-
ber Egyvpt!” and, with a4 yell, the Hack
SIr John Moore was watching. the

Sir John Moore was watching the stru
[ a round shot struck him on the .
st and Jdazshed him af the

it, without a groan, he T

on his arm. and for & moment g
tently at the Highlanders driv
French steadily back, Then, as a happy
look eame Into his handsome face, the
staff crowded ‘round him, and saw the
shocking state of higs wound., The shoul-
der was completely shattered, and the
left arm hung by a plece of skin: the
ribs over the heart were brokenm, and
bared of flesh, while the musclis of the
breénst were torn into shreds and strips,
among which the hilt of the sword had
ot entangled. T had rather It should |
@o out of the fleld with,” sald the dying

| have e
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Gold for Greenhacks Offered,
PHILADELPHIA, PA., September 24
The national bunks of 'hi 1 b

dphia have
offered] to deposit §1 500,000 {r 1 with the

Unitesd Btates Sub-Treasury in this city
in exch for greenbacks, Bub.Tr
surer Higler stated to-day that negot
tlons are pending, and he think "

ble thit the money will s L
the government In a few (days

| not disclose the names of the banks

Another Mine-Work Saspension.

TERRE HAVTE, IND, September 24—
There |8 anvther susp-nsion of mining
operations in the Clinton district, the

iperators having ordered the men to take

'STOCK to guide vou,

Daiguirl S8panish soldlers put in an ap-
pearance, aml two Spanish men-of-war
worlved in the harbor, The troops sur- |
roundsd the n nnd plues] men on
| guard along the rallroad to the wharf
| In Dalgul ind on the wharf property !
The mines of the Spanigh-American
Company are America property, and
000 was spent te develop them, They
situated In a country thick with
tlihusters, who have already stolen o |
steamuhlp-load | o, which had |

| Satin

thelr tools, with the Intention of elosing |

the mines until the wage-scil
In the State [& finally sectled, The opern-
tors wanted the men to work on the mine-
riin basie, and they prefused to do so

‘There are about X0 men In the district.

-
Mg Flre in New York.

NEW YORK, Septembor 25—The big
six-story brick storags-warehouse at 3
and 307 east Sixty-first street, owned by
A. B Yelter, was burned this afte
causing lo#s of between 0,00 ¢

L1
joining property suffered to the ex-
ent of $5.0m, bringlng the total loss up
o about §75,000,

————

Franee nnd Madegascar,

that I'resident Faure has
General Desberdes to the Palace of the
Eilysee to confer with him In regard to the
military operations In  Madagescar

M, Granddier, president of the
gasciar Committes, has advised the
net to establish an effective protectarats
aver the Island of Madagascar, totally
debarring foreign interference.

Paper-Mill and Dwelllng Destroyed.
NEWBURGH. N, Y., September 24.—F.

heéro, as Hardinge made an attempt (¢ ’ " Fonw 3 mill and &
disengake it Man of the Farty-seeond, | Mijolning welinghouse P . Sensd
lliilii kll.t'.l.'nr‘-lli:l-:r:'l;l-;l l;‘lllll::' !l--n:lit-_-‘rilyhlfll, :’l vesterday. The mill had n-I\l hown II|'| --l='-‘;-i;

1ket, i MAC 0= y el wing close i
runna, the General frequently makiog | tlon “.::r :,",; :.,'l .‘-“.‘,.:" of :!-'.' rlira- 1-.| \ul,.
them halt and turn him round, Like Wolre e, Turss, $126.00, partisily insured
at Queber his anxlety was for the suceess | &0 e 0 Vo R
of thh army, and, like Wolfe, last

moments were cheered hy the knowledge
that we had beaten the French, Soult
had fallen back, General Balrd was badly
wounded, and Hove carried out Sir John's
ariginn! plans the embarkation. v1
hope the people o England will be satis-
fiel,” seld the dylng man. “I hope my |
fear country will do me fustice. Oh, An-
jersan! he whispered to his friend, “you |
will =ee my friends at home; tell them
evervthing—my mother—" then he broke
down.

o
Sir John Franklin,

(Blackwood's Magazine,)

It was in Wurwickshire that I made the
acquaintance of Sir John Franklin, while
I was still quite a child. The stout, good-
humored gentleman, whose image appears |
befors me as 1 write his name, |8 asso- |
clated In my mind with an event in which |
he took the keenest Interest—a total
welipse of the sun: but the amusement
afforded by a rather absurd ineldent eon-
nected with it T am afrald engrogsed my
cehiidish mind more than all the sclentifie
explanations of the phenomenon which
g:;- John Franklin was so well qualified to

Ve,

In those primitive days It was held that |
the best mode of witnessing the obscura-
tlon aof the sun was to watch (t theough
pleces of smoked glass, with which we
re"ra ?Il duiywpmg; :Ihi !;h-.-n mln sallied

i1 0 An apeEn e O round, whe
nothing impeded the view, The reaunh:::
that lnfthe fr.t;unne t;.f a f:w minutes the
noses of every one prescnt were severe)
bll;.-k;ned—-tm“m: 3 | mh"l Ives—
and the appea 0 whaole sci
l.:.sriw-' 1:“‘!""”!Il.iubw comle, x aiie

r John Franklin i ared then sa
of life and energy llll! : folt
wis dieult th
as the worn-out &

fatal voyage, which the coun in
suspense as Lo his fate during & peri
eppel aﬂdtrﬂuhmln:lhwdolg

relatlons amo in
. ng h

Names, Yot Numbers.
(Blickwond's  Magagine)

Thirty yeard ago a subaltern In the Eng-
ligh service was expected to know every
man in his dompany by name after he hod
served six months with It. We all know
bow Invaluable It Ix to speak to another
by name, “Step shorter, Atkina!'" “Lower
sour butt, Jones! “March on that bush,
tabinson!" appeal to the men directly
“Step short=r, No. 4 from the left!”
“Lower your butt, there!” “Mnarch on that
busgh, vou in the centre!” appeal to pone
in particular, and balf s dozen hesds
will be turnesd ‘round to see whom the offi-
cer means, It is frrftating in civil life to
be spoken of as Mr. Thingummy or Mr.
Whal's-your-name, and soldlers have the
mﬁ» f»_-eim{rq e L-fl.\'illnm,

The subaltern of to-day ls expected to
know ns much as the -urnltern Ir;f thir::,r
years ago. The Queen's regulations say:

“Subaltern officers, on joining, are to
provide themselves with a nominal roll of
thelr charge (half the company), nnd are,
as soon as possible, to make themselves
wqualnted with the dilﬂlj!lllnn, character,
age, and servico of vach of thelr men.”

PARIS, Bepttmber 24—The Fignro says | @
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